Code of Ethics and Responsibilities

For Adults

Working with Youth in Kiwanis Family Sponsored or Related Activities

Kiwanis International is a worldwide organization of men and women whose clubs serve children, develop youth leadership, and provide for social and business networking.  To many Kiwanians, faculty advisors, school administrators, and parents of the sponsored programs members, the sequence of the three-part mission of Kiwanis demonstrates the highest priority Kiwanis places on the youth related programs.  Kiwanis International believes that youth deserve the best Kiwanis has to offer.  This includes the relationship and interaction between the youth impacted by the sponsored programs and those adults who so generously give of themselves to assure the success of the Kiwanis family organizations.

Realizing the lasting influence adults serving as role models and mentors to youth have, Kiwanis International has adopted the following Code of Ethics and Responsibilities for adults, both Kiwanians and school faculty, involved with Kiwanis sponsored youth-orientated programs and projects.

Advisement (Organizational Operation)

Sponsored Programs organizations advisors must allow the students to be the responsible decision makers of their organizations.  The advisors are to provide continuity, guidance, training, stability, and historical perspective to develop students capable of making those sound, reasonable decisions.

Confidentiality

Sponsored Programs organizations must be permitted to create responsible partnerships between students and adults in matters of interpersonal relationships; medical and financial histories; and social, disciplinary, and legal issues.

Elections and Campaigning

Sponsored Programs organizations must be permitted to manage and determine their officer elections without outside influence by non-members.

Interaction with Other Adults

Sponsored Programs organizations advisors, chaperones, and administrators must embody the objects of Kiwanis International in interactions with Kiwanis district and International boards, non-Kiwanis associations and organizations, the public, and vendors serving the organization.

Leadership Development

Sponsored Programs organizations must be permitted to create a training environment through cooperation and leadership allowing officers and members to fulfill their responsibilities.

Student/Advisor Relationship

In Sponsored Program organizations, relationship with students must be open and respectful while keeping in mind the advisor is a role model.

Transportation and Chaperoning

Sponsored Programs organizations advisors, chaperones, and administrators must use common sense when traveling or arranging travel for or with students.  Situations, which can compromise the ethical or moral values reflected by Kiwanis International or district, must be avoided.

Advisor and Student Housing

Advisors may not share a room with students with the exception that a parent serving as an advisor may share a room with a student that is their own child.  This is not negotiable and nor subject to change.    
